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2014 CHAMPAGNE AYALA LE
BLANC DE BLANCS ($110)
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Elegant, precise, and lasting, this
Blanc de Blancs from Ayala may not
be inexpensive, but it certainly is a
thrill to drink. Pop open a bottle with
someone you love on New Year's
Eve, and pair it—just for fun—with
potato chips. Seriously. It's an
amazing combination.
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Build the Perfect s
Case of Wine

Oy RAY ISLE IHustration by
RAPHAELLE MACARON

1 BOTTLE OF
3 BOTTLES OF
EVERYDAY WHITE

3 BOTTLES OF
EVERYDAY RED
1BOTTLE OF

the
<1z 2020 Rodncy Strong
Chariotte’s Home

RODNEY
STRONG

Sayvicwon Brac
VU CuamoTTE'S MOME

' SONOMA COUNTY

3 BOTTLES OF
EVERYDAY RED

Randomly decide to make burgers?
Hankering for a steak? Just want a
good glass of red wine? You'll move
through these bottles regularly, so
keep several on hand. Follow your
own taste—could be Cabernet,
could be Chianti, could be an
Aussie Shiraz. But if you like robust
reds, the nonvintage Marietta Old
Vine Red ($15) is a perennial steal.
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1mOTTLE OF
PRICEY
SPARKLING

CHAMPAGNE

BOLLINGER

SPLCIAL cuviE

1 BOTTLE OF
PRICEY
SPARKLING

When a special
occasion does come
along, Champagne
the real stuff—is the
answer. Don't go to
the store day of,
instead, keep at least
one bottle of
something sublime,
like the nonvintage
Bollinger Special
Cuvée Brut ($/9), in

your stash.

1BOTTLE OF
SPECIAL-
OCCASION RED

1BOTTLE OF
DESSERT WINE

1o

1 BOTTLE OF
Q00D ROSE

M

MINUTY

COTES U MOVENCE

1 BOTTLE OF
GOOD ROSE

Have one on hand for the friend
stopping by who just
loves-loves-loves rosé. But not
all rosé is created equal, so
spend a little (not a lot) on a top
producer from Provence. The
2020 Chateau Minuty M de
Minuty ($23) won't disappoint.
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2020 DOG POINT
SAUVIGNON BLANC
($25)

Dog Point’s Sauvignon

SERMVICH

IHllllI/'

A H, CHEESE AND WINE. Those cubes of

¢ ancs oo 2 ¥ impeccably balances
| its buoyant grapefruit
juiciness with hints of flint
and kme zest. This wine
. P e < e with some ripe Humboldt

B Rent Tormey o

E Caltfornes, v Am P g~
I e o L Fve evehn gt G- Fog'? Terrific.
B Astralion can kol 5 A
Rl S feta And e
i jukcs wre suy
Ihcre ar¢ also
SOl Croasny choc
firm, aged cheoses; I
Michacla Wentrzer at NYC'< )
sy “With wine, 1 think the §
muatters mone than the milk, A w
sheep cheese won't go with the <
A young Manchepn, even though
e from sheep's miTk.” She add<, “Tannims
avine matter 3 fot, o™ whidh is why Li
pas Gl ONWUT PROMUT RUY LTI0LYS
SAWhat w0 do? Run back L
shoddar Culbxs, buy 2 box of i«
geall it a day? No. Just Lrust yo
Joun Mason ol Curds & Co in Bostoa says, *If
you Duy the choose you like, and you deink the THESE ARE THE SOFTIES v :
wine yomn ltke, they're pmbably going 1o pn the brrmatas, the mple : Tikes Rrlat Suvarn and Saint'A
topther.” Wise wonds Amenican versions Bl Foar Bt Feast’s snemons und ahainfly defeciable St
Fven o, dotng a deep dive into how somee Stephen, Creamy, oift cherses ke these love hrighe, zesty wines. Michacls
Cheeses taste amazing with some wines is hoth Wi Wy » X "1 prefer etther sparkling wane, to
fun and palate rewanding, Som t comblos break up the fat aof ¢ symehing neally erisp and acidic, Iike
are classke (the lermaony nites fressh chéyne Fotre Chenin |
with i tart Ssavipnon Mane): scomnettmes they'ne

e (ol 1 and ¢ cul. (Waitzoer suegeosts
B o oo, (WAL A 2020 DOC POINT 2019 LANG & REED NV CHAMPACNE
A Grutflod triphe-Gieam choos: wilh Glaaipagac, SAUVIGNON BLANC MENDOCINO CHENIN  DELAMOTTE BRUT
o wiich 1 say, “Sigu e up™) And sowetines 25 S0

(L
they're just wildly swig 2 “Pinot Noit, Doz Ptz Suvgnee
Boyioy Haacn Bla foom s FEEH b, and ooy cadly lodke caen
peapwdi il
with etz of tht
AN

WhoppCrs—1he maliod milk balls-that’s an
annziuge combination,” says Mason. “Icoplk:
are e, “This i fupmy,” and P'm ke, Nope, tms < 'y ol b By
me this 5 really, reslly pood o7 Touts . rrpic-craam chna

NEW SKILLS FOR A

e R MW YIAR



FEELING FUNKY,
FEELING BLUE

Mason of Roston's Cands & Co. (and the creator of
the Curdbox cheese club), a statement that could
extend 102 lot of washed rind cheeses. Washed rinds
are made by motstening the outside of the cheese
with Hquid anything from salty water to brandy,
cider, and other alcohols—as it ages. They range in
intensity from mellow o intriguingly aromatic o
steaight-up, in-your-face stinky. The wines that go
best with them vary because of that, but a dry or
olf-dry Riesling is almost always 2 $00d choice.
Ibe other polasrizing category is blue cheeses. If
you are 3 blue cheese RBn, “1hat's when you g0 for
the sweet wines,” says Kent Tormey: “The classic patr
ing with Roquefort is a Sauternes you grt this elixir
of unctoous apricot and peach flavors that offsets
the acidity and saltiness of the cheese.” Same for
. the equally classic patring of Stilton and port, where
! the sweet intensity of the wine halances the salty,
tangy, vmami of the cheese.

WASHED-RIND BLUE
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“EPOISSES IS A COMMITMENT CHEESE " says ferm -~

| 2019 CHATEAU
~ 7 MONTELENA POTTER
 VALLEY RIESLING ($35)

| After 2018, when Mon-
telena couldn’t make any
Riesling due to smoke,
the 2019 is an electric
comeback, its lemon-

| peach fruit lifted by
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